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Basin - A basin is a large-scale watershed,

such as for the Montana, Missouri, Yellowstone
and Clark Fork rivers. These are also referred

to by a U.S. Geological Survey coding scheme
called Hydrologic Unit Codes (HUCs). Each of
these basins has a six-digit code called HUC6
watersheds. HUC6 watersheds cover an average
of 2,525 square miles. Watersheds with more
digits are smaller.
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§ BUNIINS Subbasin - Subbasins are smaller scale basins,
S J E AN E N such as the Clark Fork Yellowstone River, Middle
= Fork Flathead River, Gallatin River, Lower
% 100200050101 100200050104 Musselshell River or Little Bighorn River. These
g watersheds have eight-digit codes and may be
. called HUC8 watersheds. They average of
,l 0020600501 748 square miles.
‘ 100200050103 Watershed - Technically speaking, this refers

to all sizes of watersheds as defined above.
However, it is common to use this term to refer
to watersheds of a size smaller than a basin or
subbasin. These watersheds have 10- digit
&o codes and may be called HUC10 watersheds.
;"0 HUC10 watersheds average 64 square miles.
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= Subwatershed - Subwatersheds are smaller
100200020705 \HE = = watersheds, on the scale of a community.
S 10020003056» creek| These watersheds have 12- digit codes and
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watersheds average 4.4 square miles.
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